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THE TONY PIZZO COLLECTION: A
PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY
by Paul E. Camp and Thomas J. Kemp
For Tampa’s historical community, 1994 will be remembered above all as the year the city lost
Tony Pizzo. Termed by the Tampa Tribune "the man who has done more than anyone else to
keep the city’s past alive," Tony Pizzo WAS Tampa history to many people.
Born in Tampa on September 22, 1912, Tony Pizzo was the grandson of Italian immigrants Paul
and Rosalia Pizzolato Pizzo. He grew up in Ybor City, Tampa’s vibrant cigar making community
of Cuban, Spanish, Afro-Cuban, and Italian immigrants. As a young businessman in the 1950s,
he noticed that the unique multicultural Tampa he had known as a boy was rapidly fading under
the impact of time and change. Beginning in 1952, he devoted himself to promoting public
awareness of Tampa’s colorful history and to gathering materials documenting the city’s rich
cultural heritage. An eloquent speaker and writer, he enthusiastically pursued Tampa history,
making him one of the best known (and best loved) citizens of his native town.
His prominence as a Tampa historian also made him an archival magnet of formidable power,
drawing irreplaceable old photographs and other historical source materials out of Tampa’s
trunks and attics. To ensure preservation of his vast trove of Tampiana and make it available for
research, he chose the Special Collections Department of the University of South Florida as the
ultimate home for his collection. The tens of thousands of books, maps, manuscripts, cigar
labels, artifacts, and photographs constituting the Tony Pizzo Collection uniquely embody the
heritage of Tampa and its environs. In saving this rich array of Tampa source material, Tony
Pizzo not only earned a measure of immortality for himself, but also made immortal the city’s
lost yesterdays, providing windows through which can be seen the streets, buildings, and people
of vanished years. The following photograph essay is designed to give a sense of the nature and
scope of the Pizzo Collection.
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Anthony P. Pizzo
1912 - 1994
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The Pizzo Collection contains a great quantity of material dealing with Tampa’s ethnic mutual
aid societies. Seen here are rule booklets for the Circulo Cubano (1928), Centro Español (1940),
and L’Unione Italiana (1952).

In many ways, the stereoscope was the late 19th-century equivalent of the TV set. The
well-equipped American parlor in the 1890s and early 1900s often featured a stereoscope like
the one seen above, with boxes of slides showing strange and exotic scenes from around the
world. When viewed through the twin lenses of the stereoscope, the two pictures on the slide
gave a realistic 3-D effect. The Pizzo collection contains numerous stereo views of early Florida
like the one seen here.
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Map of Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay. Copied from the original in the National Archives,
Washington, D.C. The Pizzo Collection contains scores of rare cartographic images of the
Tampa area, both originals and reproductions.

A page from an original record book showing
shipments of cattle from Tampa in the 1880s.
Each group of cows is listed by brand and
ear-notches. The figure-eight symbols
represent the animal’s ownership. The ear-notches supplemented the brand, making it
harder for rustlers to disguise stolen cattle.
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The Cuesta Rey cigar factory at 2015 Howard Avenue in West Tampa circa 1919.

The Centro Español building in West Tampa, circa 1914.
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"E1 Lector," the Reader. One of the notable features of the cigar industry was the institution of
el lector, who was hired by the workers to read to them while they worked. The picture above
shows a lector in action at the Cuesta Rey cigar factory in Tampa around 1930. The man
standing at right is the foreman, Ramón Fernández Rey.

Photograph of a group of "strippers" in the Perfecto Garcia "E1 Paraiso" factory in 1924. The
"strippers" removed the medial rib from the tobacco leaf. The presence of the Afro-Cuban
woman at the left-shows the cigar industry did not segregate workers by race.
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The Pizzo Collection is rich in materials relating to the Tampa cigar industry, including cigar
boxes, cigar labels, cigar bands, and related ephemera.

A tobacco exhibit at the Florida State Fair in Tampa, 1941. The aeroplane and the dress of the
young woman standing next to it are made of Tampa cigars.
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This selection of brochures about Ybor City from the 1940s is typical of the thousands of items
of printed ephemera about Tampa in the Pizzo Collection.

Excavated bottles of the Florida Brewing Company, once the state’s leading beer manufacturer.
This brewery, a photograph of which appears with the bottles, was located in Ybor City.
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Owned by Harry Galetzil, Harry’s Market at 2115 Grand Central Avenue featured the exotic
tropical fruits popular with Tampa’s polyglot population - mango, guava, zapote, platanos,
mamey, and carambola.

Seventh Avenue (circa 1940) was Ybor City’s "main street," the center for shopping and
socializing. At left is the famous Las Novedades Restaurant.
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Ybor City residents flocked to the movies. Center: 1920 advertisement for a film at the San
Souci Theatre, a popular Ybor City movie house at 1313 7th Avenue. Top: boys outside an
Ybor City movie theater around 1910. Lower right: tickets to the Casino Theatre, a motion
picture theater located in the Centro Español in Ybor City during the 1930s and '40s.

The Pizzo Collection contains menus and other memorabilia of Ybor City's restaurants,
ranging from the world famous Columbia Restaurant to the somewhat humbler dining
establishment that issued the above menu in 1912.
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Tony Pizzo, Alcalde of Ybor City, with Mayor
George B. Coover of Redington Beach, in Tune
1953. The Ybor City flag that Alcalde Pizzo
planted in the beach was to "claim" it for Ybor
City. The unofficial "office" of Alcalde, or
Mayor, of Ybor City was created by the Ybor
business community in the 1950s, with Tony
Pizzo as the first to hold the honor.

Mack Traina outside the Las Novedades Restaurant campaigning for Alcalde of Ybor City in
1959, on a platform calling for "clean elections." Traina won the election.
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One of the many rare Tampa cigar labels from the Pizzo Collection.

Three of the thousands of Florida post cards in the Tony Pizzo Collection. Top: the Tampa
Y.M.C.A. Building, circa 1920. Right: Tampa’s Gordon Keller Hospital, circa 1910. Left: the
Lafayette Street Bridge and mouth of the Hillsborough River, circa 1911.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/tampabayhistory/vol16/iss1/6
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T.J. Shaw’s Oyster House on the Tampa waterfront near the foot of Whiting Street in the
1880s. In the background is the mouth of the Hillsborough River, where some of the best oyster
beds in Florida could be found. On the horizon are two low, grassy keys that would later
become Davis Islands.

The shore of Tampa Bay where Plant Avenue reaches Bayshore rive, as it was in 1902.
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Members of the Tampa Whist Club, circa 1892. Whist was a popular card game in Victorian
America.

In 1910, Tampa was certainly not in the forefront of the struggle for women’s rights, as
indicated by this anti-suffrage float in the Panama Canal Celebration held that year. Sponsored
by the Anti-Suffrage Club of Tampa, the float was emblazoned: "We can serve home and
country without the vote."
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Downtown Tampa as it looked in 1890s. The corner at left is th( intersection of Franklin and
Lafayette (now Kennedy). Visible across the river in the background is the Tampa Bay Hotel
(now the University of Tampa).

Jack’s Place, a roadside restaurant near the Green Gables Touris Camp, Tampa, shown around
1927.
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Walter Beecham, founder of Beechcraft Aviation, posing with an early aeroplane flying from
the Old Fairgrounds near the Tampa Bay Hotel (University of Tampa). This was one of the first
aircraft to fly in the Tampa Bay region.

The U.S.S. Tampa, moored in her home port in 1912. On September 26, 1918, she was sunk with
all hands while on a war patrol in the Bristol Channel off the coast of England. As the crew
included 23 Tampans, this was the greatest single loss the city suffered during World War I.
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"Profit Without Risk," an illustrated pamphlet published by the Mutual Realty & Investment
Company in 1909 promoted development along Grand Central Avenue (now Kennedy
Boulevard).

An advertisement from a pamphlet promoting Tampa’s Davis Islands in the 1930s.
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